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V.1VANOV A N D  R U S S I A N  S L A V O P H I L E S

( Summary)

Though V.Ivanov’s Slavophilism is well known, his real attitude 
to Slavophilism was complicated and varied as he passed through the 
different periods of his life.

He supposes the cult of Christ and the antique cult of Dionysis 
to be connected, and because of the importance of Easter in the 
Orthodox tradition, he perceives Dionysian character in the Russian 
folk culture. Thus, Ivanov’s idea of Christian «sobornost» is created 
which draws his thought close to that of first Russian Slavophiles. 
But his cultivation of «sobornost» is connected with the concept of 
Dialogue, or his «mirror» principle, which he began developing long 
before M.Buber and M.Bakhtin. These theories are much more 
complicated, global and modern than the community principle of 
first Slavophiles.

In his relationship to Hegel’s historicism and concepts of culture 
and law, Ivanov was much like the Slavophiles. But sometimes he 
modified the principles of the first Slavophiles, drawing them closer 
to the mysticism of the Silver Age.

More than the first Slavophiles, V.Ivanov intensively criticized 
the existing church institutions in Russia, and correspondingly he 
conceptualized an ideal Church as a «mystical essence».

Many examples are given in the paper to illustrate the 
differences between V.Ivanov’s and the Slavophiles’ attitudes as 
well as their points of agreement.
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